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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
"comprising" and "said," should be avoided. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In page 2 
line 22, "130" should be -140--. In page 8, "an-a" should be -arm--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because they have elements shown in cross 
section which are not properly crosshatched. Insulating members shown in cross 
section should be properly crosshatched. See Figures 4 and 7. It is brought to 
applicant's attention that the conventional Crosshatch for insulating members shown in 
cross section consist of lines of two different thicknesses alternatively disposed. 




^Correction is required. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .84(h)(1 ). When an exploded view 
is shown in a figure which is on the same sheet as another figure, the exploded view 
should be placed in brackets. See Figure 4. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). Please note that while the 
specification describes the connectors 410 and 430 to be movable after the ridges 428 
and 448 engage each other, the headers shown in Figure 4 do not appear that movable 
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after the ridges 428 and 448 are engaged. Any structural detail that is essential for a 
proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP 
§ 608.02(d). 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4, 10 and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 4 line 2, "the first ridge" and "the second ridge" lack antecedent basis. In 
line 3, "an-n" should be -arm-. 

While claim 10 recites "a stop for preventing the retention arm from passing 
through the opening", it is noted that the present invention requires that at least part of 
the retention arm be passed through the opening, thus making the claim indefinite. 

In claim 18 Iine5, "1 5" should be deleted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 10-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Matsuoka (US 5,443,404). 
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Matsuoka discloses a connector assembly comprising: a first housing (2) having 
a retention arm (11); and a second housing (2) having an opening (9) for receiving the 
retention arm, wherein the retention arm is mounted in the opening and the first housing 
and the second housing are moveably connected. 

Regarding claim 2, Matsuoka discloses the first housing and the second housing 
being moveably connected in a longitudinal direction. 

Regarding claim 3, Matsuoka discloses the first housing including a first rib (8a) 
proximate a terminating end of the retention arm, and the second housing including a 
second rib (8b) within the opening, wherein the first rib and the second rib engage one 
another to hold the retention arm in the opening. 

Claims 1-6 and 18-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kaley (US 4,580,861). 

Kaley discloses a connector assembly comprising: a first housing (10) having a 
retention arm (14); and a second housing (10) having an opening (15) for receiving the 
retention arm, wherein the retention arm is mounted in the opening and the first housing 
and the second housing are moveably connected. 

Regarding claim 2, Kaley shows the first housing and the second housing are 
moveably connected in a longitudinal direction (Fig.6). 

Regarding claim 3, Kaley shows the first housing includes a first rib (at 27) 
proximate a terminating end of the retention arm, and the second housing includes a 
second rib (16) within the opening, wherein the first rib and the second rib engage one 
another to hold the retention arm in the opening. 
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Regarding claim 4, Kaley shows the retention arm can move longitudinally within 
the opening from a point where the first ridge and the second ridge engage to a point 
where the retention arm abuts an end of the opening. 

Regarding claim 5, Kaley discloses the first housing and the second housing 
have an upper side. 

Regarding claim 6, Kaley discloses the housings including contact pins (col.1, 
line 26). 

Claims 1,3, 5-9, 11 -13 and 15-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Weber et al. (US 4,790,763). 

Weber discloses connector assembly comprising: a first housing (F) having a 
retention arm (26); and a second housing (E) having an opening (at 46) for receiving the 
retention arm, wherein the retention arm is mounted in the opening and the first housing 
and the second housing are moveably connected. 

Regarding claim 3, Weber discloses the first housing including a first rib (at 34) 
proximate a terminating end of the retention arm, and the second housing including a 
second rib (at 50) within the opening, wherein the first rib and the second rib engage 
one another to hold the retention arm in the opening. 

Regarding claim 7, Weber discloses the lower side of the housing including guide 
pins (12). 

Regarding claim 8, Weber discloses the second housing further includes a guide 
(22,42) for aligning the first housing and the second housing. 
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Regarding claim 9, Weber discloses a guide (22) for aligning the first housing 
and the second housing. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Weber discloses a plurality of retention arms and openings 
(see Fig.2). 

Regarding claim 12, Weber discloses an adjustable pin header assembly 
comprising at least one first header (F) having an upper side for receiving periphery, a 
lower side having contact pins (70) extending therefrom in alignment with corresponding 
vias in a PCB, and a female connection mechanism (28), and at least one second 
header (E) having an upper side for receiving periphery, a lower side having contact 
pins extending therefrom in alignment with corresponding vias in the PCB, and a male 
connection mechanism (48), wherein the at least one second header is secured to the 
at least one first header by mounting the male connection mechanism in the female 
connection mechanism. 

Regarding claims 13 and 17, Weber discloses the at least one first header and 
the at least one second header being moveable longitudinally with respect to one 
another. Please note that the headers can move with respect to each other when they 
are not connected to each other. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Grabbe et al. (US 4,550,959), Okabe et al. (US 6,332,813), Rei 
et al. (US 5,295,870) and Sato (US 6,343,959) disclose connector housings that are 
connected. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix O. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



872-9306. 
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